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Advantages Of Implants Vs Fixed Bridges

To replace a missing tooth there are three parts: the implant, abutment, and the crown.  The implant is surgically placed in the jaw just like the root of a tooth. The abutment screws into the implant and the crown is cemented on the abutment. 

The advantages of implants compared to conventional fixed bridges are many.
 -First and for most implants preserve the underlying jawbone and therefore preserve the overlying facial structures, preventing them from collapsing. Once a tooth is lost and the jawbone is no longer stimulated by the pressure from chewing the body resorbs(shrinks) that area of jawbone. 

-Implants are more conservative than fixed bridges since the teeth on either side of the space do not have to be prepared (cut down) as abutments. 
-Implants make it easier for patients to maintain their periodontal health than fixed bridges because you will be able to floss between the implants, therefore avoiding the floss threaders that are required for fixed bridges. 
-Implants are also impervious to many of the problems and diseases that plague natural teeth such as caries (decay), fractures and pulpal (nerve) disease. 
-Implants are more cost effective over time because although they have a higher initial cost their life expectancy is much longer. Your bridge will most likely need to be replaced. 

All this additional treatment is avoided with implants. If the prosthetic crown on an implant breaks it is removed and just that single crown has to be remade. In more rare cases the abutment may also have to be replaced, but the fixture almost never has to be replaced once it is restored. 

Fixed bridges have a mean life expectancy of 10 years causing 15% of them to be replaced by then while over 33% of them need to be redone by 15 years. Implant fixtures have an osseointegration success rate of 98.5% and of the 1.5% that fail to osseointegrate 95% of those will fail prior to any prosthetic restoration being placed. 

This means that implant fixtures almost never have to be replace thereby eliminating the need for patients to have additional surgical treatment procedures and limiting fractured prosthetic crowns to be replaced as individual units. 

